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IT IS DECLARED, 


\ : 
DECLARATION f 
OF THE ; : 

RIGHTS OF ENGLISHMEN. : 
8 of thoſe Rights of the Com- 
monalty of Great Britain without which | 

| they cannot be free. : 
h I 
| | 


| F IRST, That the Government of this Realm, ; 

| and the making of laws for the ſame, ought to be 

| lodged in the hands of King, Lords of Parliament, 
and Repreſentatives of the whole Body of the 
Freemen of this Realm. 

Secondly, That every man of the Commonalty 
(excepting infants, inſane perſons, and criminals) 
is of common right, and by the laws of God, a 
freeman, and entitled to the full eren of 
liberty. 

Thirdly, That Liberty or Fred conſiſts in 
having an actual ſhare in the appointing thoſe who 
frame the Laws, and who are to be the Guardians 
of every man's life, property, and peace. For, 
the all of one man is as dear to him as the all of 1 

another ; - | 
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another; and the poor man has an equal right, but 
more need, to have Repreſentatives in the Legi- 
ſlature than the rich one. 

Fourthly, That they who have no voice nor 
vote in the eletting of Repreſentatives, do not enjoy 
liberty; but are abſolutely enſtaved to thoſe who 
have votes, and to their Repreſentative: for to be 
enſlaved, is to have Goyernors whom other men 
have ſet over us, and to be ſubjett to laws made by 
the Repreſentatives of others, without haying had 
Repreſentatiyes of our own to give conſent in our 


behalf. 


Fifthly, That @ very great majority of the Com- 
monalty of this Realm are denied the privilege of 
voting for Repreſentatiyes in Parliament - and 
conſequently, they are enſlaved to a fmall number, 


who do now enjoy this privilege excluſiyely to 


themſelves ; but-who, it may be preſumed, are far 
from wiſhing to continue in the excluſive poſſeſſion 
of a privilege, by which their ſellow-ſubjetts are 
deprived of common right, of juſtice, of liberty; 
and which, if not communicated to all, muſt ſpeedily 
cauſe the certain overthrow of our happy conſ{z- 
tution, and enſlave us all. | 


And fixthly, and laſtly, We alſo ſay, and do 


aſſert, that it is the right of the Commanalty of 
this Realm to elect a new Houſe of Commons 
once in every year, according to ancient-and ſacred 
laws of the land : becauſe, whenever a Parliament 
eontinues in being for a longer term, very great 
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F-853 
numbers of the Commonalty, who have arriyed 
at the years of manhood ſince the laſt election, 


and therefore have a right to be actually repreſant- 


ed in the Houſe of Commons, are then unjuſtly 
depriued of that right. _ 

Judge Blackſtone, in the ſecond chapter of the 
firſt book of his Commentaries, ſpeaking of Par- 
liaments, ſays, 

It is a matter moſt eſſential to the liberties of 
this kingdom, that ſuch Members be delegated to 
this unportant truſt, as are moſt eminent for their 
probity, their fortitude, and their knowledge ; for 
it was a known apothegm of the great Lord Trea- 
ſurer Burleigh, “ That England could never be 
ruined but by a Parliament; and as Sir Matthew 
Hale obſerves, this being the higheſt and greateſt 
Court, over which none other can have juriſdic- 
tion in the kingdom, if by any means a miſgovern- 
ment ſhould any way fall upon it, the ſubjefts of 
this kingdom are left without all manner of remedy. 
To the ſame purpoſe the Preſident Monteſquieu 
preſages, that as Rome, Sparta, and Carthage, 
have loſt their liberty and periſhed, ſo the Conſti- 
tution of England will in time loſe its liberties, 
and periſh ; it will periſh whenever the leg:/lative 
power {hall become more corrupt than the exe. 
cutiye. 


The above is recommended to the attention of 


the people of England, to admoniſh them to keep 
vigilan 


141 
Vigilant watch over the acts of their Repreſenta- 7 
tives, and to mark their alarming conſequences. SE +; 
The great Locke ſays (as quoted by Blackſtone), 
& There remains ſtill inherent in the people, a 
& ſupreme power, to remove or alter the legiſla- 
& tive, when they find the legiſlative. act contrary 
r to the truſt repoſed in them: for when ſuch truſt 
& is abuſed, it is thereby forfeited, and devolves 
* to thoſe who gave it.” | 5 | 
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